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Brunswick coast

Major players serious 
about wind turbines Hospital projecting

a $4.5M turnaround
By Terry Pope
Associate Editor

Trustees are projecting a $4.5-million financial turnaround 
for Dosher Memorial Hospital’s current fiscal year that ends 
Sept. 30 – turning a deficit of $5.9-million in excess from op-
erations a year ago into a positive $1.4-million by the end of 
this month.

Such a dramatic shift gives trustees confidence in the 
2021-22 hospital budget recently approved that projects a 
$693,221 net gain in operations, despite a capital budget that 
also calls for $2.7-million in expenditures.

Higher than expected patient revenues are leading Dosh-
er’s financial rally. The hospital netted $13.2-million in 
patient revenue in June, and early figures show $13.8-mil-
lion will be collected in July. The hospital projected around 
$11-million per month.

“We are seeing a $4.5-million swing from this time last 
year,” said Trustees Chairman Robert Howard at the August 
16 board meeting. “We are seeing the most revenue we’ve 

See Dosher, page 7A

Dosher Memorial

Brunswick County

COVID surge
raises concern

Community deals with outbreaks
headed into Labor Day weekend

Southport

Volunteers help BPH fill housing gap
By Caroline MacGregor

Staff Writer

The need for affordable 
housing in Brunswick County 
continues to escalate and with it 
the need for transitional hous-
ing for people who, through no 
fault of their own, are without a 
permanent residence.

Together with other local agen-
cies, Brunswick Partnership for 
Housing (BPH) is trying to help 
fill a gap.

In 2020, BPH purchased the 
property at 250 East 11th Street 
in Southport which it is now 
being renovated with help from 
the community.

BPH board member Susan 
Crabtree said there are volun-
teers that work from about 8:30 
until 11 in the morning helping 
out.

The 11th Street building was 
previously owned by Dosher 
Hospital and used as a billing 
office. BPH recently hired a con-

tractor to complete the interior 
demolition work of the property 
which will be transformed into 
four apartments, along with a 
family activity area, playground 
and garden. 

Sally Learned, Brunswick Part-
nership for Housing Executive 
Director, said the volunteers 
will be invited back to help with 
painting and landscaping work 
on the four-unit apartments.

Retired former District Court 
Judge Bill Fairley said he was 
looking around for things to do 
and was happy to help out as a 
BHP board member and volun-

See BPH, page 10A

Photo by Caroline MacGregor
Volunteers donate their 
time to help Brunswick Part-
nership for Housing trans-
form a property at 250 E. 
11th Street in Southport.

Energy research holds potential

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

In a stark, gray niche at Charleston, South Carolina’s 
working harbor, engineers from Clemson University and 
their industrial partners are breathing life into the next 
generation of offshore wind turbines, structures that have 
the potential to power thousands of homes without pollut-
ing the air or water.

Wind power has come a long way from the days of 
centuries-old, iconic pumps in the Netherlands. There 
are now 25,000 wind turbines in the United States, and 
Clemson is working with companies across the globe to 
put more, larger generators offshore in the Atlantic Ocean, 
said Meredyth Crichton, director of the Dominion Energy 
Research Center.

Clemson University’s Dominion Energy Innovation Cen-
ter is a leader in testing and refining wind turbine energy 
and building the next-generation electrical smart grid. 

The center merges bench-testing of wind power compo-
nents with the new vision of a “smart” electrical grid. It’s a 
mix that has garnered attention from some of the largest 

See Wind, page 8A

Photos by Lee Hinnant
Randy Sturgill of Oceana examines a wind turbine blade at Clemson University’s Dominion Energy Re-
search Center, the nation’s largest testing facility for wind generators.

Center director Meredyth Crighton talks with 
Oceana staff about the larger of two generators 
at the facility. This 15-megawatt generator has the 
potential to power more than 3,000 homes.

By Caroline MacGregor 
Staff Writer

As we approach the La-
bor Day holiday weekend 
comes the unsettling news 
that the risk level associated 
with becoming infected with 
COVID-19 is raging out of 
control.

“I know everyone just 
wants Covid to be over. Un-
fortunately, right now your 
chances of catching Covid in 
Brunswick county are higher 
than they have ever been,” 
stated Boiling Spring Lakes 
Family Medicine doctor Kar-
en Wood M.D. “We have a re-
cord number of patients hos-
pitalized with Covid right now 
and both Dosher and Novant 
hospitals have had patients in 
their 20’s and 30’s on ventila-
tors and dying in the past two 
weeks.”

The numbers speak for 
themselves. Brunswick Coun-
ty is experiencing a high per-
centage of positive COVID-19 
cases fueled by the highly 
contagious Delta Variant. 

As of August 30, the Bruns-
wick County Health Depart-
ment reported 12,860 cases, 
and 183 deaths. On August 
2, the county counted 10,128 
confirmed and probable cas-
es, including 139 new cas-
es, 524 active cases, and 161 
deaths.

“I encourage people to 
get tested for Covid when 
they feel sick to help prevent 
spreading it, and because we 
do have treatments available 
that can help you get better 
faster and stay out of the hos-
pital,” said Dr. Wood. “We 
all need to wear our masks, 
avoid crowds, get Covid test-

See COVID, page 9A
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This week we’ve watched Hurricane Ida devastate the Gulf Coast. No photo from Hurricane Hazel more vivid-
ly shows what happened here in October 1954. Originally published in the Pilot then, it has been used to illus-
trate the book ‘North Carolina’s Hurricane History,’ Jay Barnes’ running account of storm troubles over the 
years. This photo is one of several in the book taken by noted Southport photographer and artist Art Newton.

Height SunRise 
SunSet 

Moon
Rise /Set 

% Moon
Visible

� ursday 2 High 4:52 AM 3.8 6:47 AM Rise 2:05 AM 27
 Low 10:32 AM 0.4 7:36 PM Set 5:06 PM
 High 5:23 PM 4.4
 Low 11:36 PM 0.7
Friday 3 High 5:43 AM 3.9 6:48 AM Rise 3:02 AM 19
 Low 11:26 AM 0.3 7:35 PM Set 5:53 PM
 High 6:13 PM 4.6
Saturday 4 Low 12:25 AM 0.5 6:48 AM Rise 4:02 AM 11
 High 6:32 AM 4.1 7:34 PM Set 6:34 PM
 Low 12:19 PM 0.2
 High 6:58 PM 4.7
Sunday 5 Low 1:11 AM 0.4 6:49 AM Rise 5:06 AM 5
 High 7:17 AM 4.3 7:32 PM Set 7:11 PM
 Low 1:10 PM 0.1
 High 7:38 PM 4.9
Monday 6 Low 1:56 AM 0.3 6:50 AM Rise 6:11 AM 1
 High 7:59 AM 4.5 7:31 PM Set 7:45 PM
 Low 2:00 PM 0.1
 High 8:16 PM 5.0
Tuesday 7 Low 2:40 AM 0.2 6:50 AM Rise 7:17 AM 0
 High 8:38 AM 4.6 7:29 PM Set 8:17 PM
 Low 2:50 PM 0.1
 High 8:52 PM 5.0
Wednesday 8 Low 3:22 AM 0.1 6:51 AM Rise 8:23 AM 0
 High 9:17 AM 4.8 7:28 PM Set 8:48 PM
 Low 3:38 PM 0.1
 High 9:30 PM 4.9
� ursday 9 Low 4:03 AM 0.1 6:52 AM Rise 9:30 AM 3
 High 10:00 AM 4.9 7:27 PM Set 9:20 PM
 Low 4:28 PM 0.1
 High 10:12 PM 4.8

Southport Tides

September 2 through September 9

Photo by Caroline MacGregor
Volunteers are working on the building that will be used for transitional housing for people who have lost their 
homes. It is designed to include four apartments, along with a family activity area, playground and garden.

BPH: volunteers help convert housing site
Continued from page 1A
teer for the project.

“We were slinging sledge hammers and drilling holes … it’s 
a remarkable piece of work for a bunch of folks who are not 
professional contractors and certainly don’t know anything 
about demolition,” he said, “but what they did know about was 
working together and how to get things done to the maximum 
efficiency we could.”

Volunteers were guided through the process by the project’s 
onsite manager Greg Davanzo.

“He was a hard working fella himself and he was very good 
about understanding that we were generally kind of older folks 
and occasionally needed time off; he was easy to work with 
and he kept us all busy,” Fairley said.

BPH started in 2019 and grew out of the Southport-Oak 
Island Interchurch Fellowship and area churches that found 
housing for people who lost their homes, as well as those 
who are homeless, in extended stay properties on Oak Island 
during the winter.

“They discovered there was more and more need which is 
when the foundation for the organization was started,” said 
Crabtree. “They have really been the backbone of our fund-
raising – the different churches and the Southport-Oak Island 
Interchurch Fellowship who co-signed the loan with us to 
make this possible.”

The support of the community is vital for BPH to continue to 
help families in desperate need of housing. It is made possible 
through donations and gifts-in-kind for construction, furnish-
ings, operational expenses, and volunteer time and talent.

The organization hopes to raise $600,000 as part of a Capi-
tal Campaign over a two-year period and has raised $150,000 
raised so far. In addition, more than $145,000 has been raised 
in grants and gifts including a North Carolina Conference 
of the United Methodist Church Seed Fund grant of nearly 
$10,000 for 2021 to develop volunteer training and recruit-
ment materials. 

“Volunteers are critical to the success of our mission,” said 
Learned. “This funding enables us to equip volunteers with 
training and tools to effectively minister to the needs of home-
less families.” 

BPH also received a $25,000 grant from the CPPS Heritage 
Mission Fund for building renovations, and St. Peter Lutheran 
Church gave $10,000 to help with the interior demolition of 
the property on 11th Street. Southport Lions Club donated 
$750 for general use, and the Southport Rotary Club contrib-
uted $2,500 for interior paint. 

Rotary member Karen Collins said the reason the club chose 
the organization was because it supports their beliefs. 

“The facility will help not only families now, but in the years 
to come,” said Collins.

Due to increasing numbers 
of COVID-19 cases in the re-
gion and state, Brunswick 
County now requires all em-
ployees and members of the 
public to wear masks and 
face coverings when inside 
county government build-
ings until further notice.

Brunswick County en-
courages all members of 
the public to practice social 
distancing and seek online, 
phone, email, or other vir-
tual means to conduct busi-
ness when possible. A list of 
online resources and contact 
information to reach county 
offices that often have high-
er levels of in-person visitors 
are available online at bruns-
wickcountync.gov/coronavi-
rus

This mask protocol only 
applies to indoor Brunswick 
County Government build-
ings and facilities, including 
libraries. Check with other 
organizations and institu-
tions you frequent on what 
policies they may have in 

place.
The Brunswick County 

Courthouse also recently an-
nounced that masks and face 
coverings are required inside 
their facilities. For questions 
about Courthouse opera-

tions, contact the Courthouse 
directly at 910-253-3900.

As of Aug. 26, 2021, there 
are 1,376 active cases of 
COVID-19 among Bruns-
wick County residents and 
182 deaths. About 18.9% of 

all COVID-19 tests involving 
residents are returning posi-
tive, according to the NCDH-
HS dashboard.

Inside all government buildings
Brunswick County now requires face masks

Continued from page 9A
n Number of available ventilators
n Demographic data (of newly admitted confirmed 

COVID-19 patients only)
When considering the total number of cases in Brunswick 

County, the age group hit hardest is the 25-49 year group which 
accounts for 33- percent of all cases. People age 65+ and older 
account for most deaths. Since July 1, the age breakdown of the 
26 reported deaths is as follows:

30-39: 1
20-29: 3
50-59: 2
60+: 20
 “Vaccines continue to prove they protect individuals from 

becoming severely ill, and significantly reduce the likelihood of 
hospitalization and death,” the Brunswick County Health De-
partment stated. The health department is administering addi-
tional third doses of the Pfizer and Moderna (mRNA) vaccine 
at its main vaccination clinic in Bolivia and pop-up vaccination 
clinics for moderately to severely immunocompromised people 
after an initial two-dose primary mRNA vaccine series only. 

Booster vaccines for the general population are still pending 
further guidance from the FDA and CDC. 

Going into the holiday weekend
As retailers and businesses in Southport gear up for Labor 

Day weekend and an influx of visitors, Dr. Hatem said he and 
city officials have approached businesses to tell them they need 
to put up a sign to encourage mask wearing. 

“Fortunately the crowds are mainly outdoors in Southport,” 
he said, adding masks are recommended indoors, especially 
when shopping.

The CDC recommends outdoor gatherings as the safer option 
when it comes to spending time with people outside of their 
household. The health department continues to advise people 
who feel unwell to stay home and consider getting a COVID-19 
test, washing hands frequently and using hand sanitizer.

 As of Tuesday, August 31, the number of people infected with 
COVID-19 in the entire state of North Carolina since the be-
ginning of the pandemic stood at 1,213,654 with 14,468 deaths 
recorded. The daily percentage of people testing positive is 
14.5-percent. Sixty- percent of North Carolina’s adult popula-
tion is now fully vaccinated, while 65-percent of the same pop-
ulation group have received at least one dose.

Also on Tuesday, Governor Cooper signed an executive order 
that would essentially allow the state’s health director to issue 
statewide orders for vaccination and testing.

“As our state COVID-19 metrics continue to move in the 
wrong direction, it is important that we continue to do all we 
can to get people tested and vaccinated,” said Gov. Cooper, who 
on Monday also signed a bill that would allow North Carolina 
schools to return to remote learning if a COVID-19 emergency 
deemed such a move necessary.

Cases: masks best
way to limit spread

Want to know what’s
happening in your 
neighborhood?
Stay connected to all 
the local news 
and information 
that is taking place 
around you.

114 E. Moore St.
Southport, NC 28461
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